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SHOKE oND FIRE DETECTORS

Spceial Civil Jdr Regulatien SR~329 currently provides thet no air

carrier shall be reguired to install or meintain smoke or fire detee-
tors, othyr than heat‘detcctors tnless otherwise directed by the Adminis—
trator, SR=329 olso refors to section 51,30 and to the dates by which
compliznee with the requirements of that section must be accomplished,
On april 1, 1954, Fart 561 of tho Civil air Regulations will-be rescinded
and recvised Part 40 will become ef¢ect1vc, thus maklng hny'rufcrencos to
Pmrt 61 obsalete. ‘ .

In view of tblq, a nntlc* oi prencJLd rulc mhklng was published in
the Federal Zegistor on Septomber 9, 1953, (18 F.R. 5&35), in which it
wes propocsed that the current provisions ef SR-329 be exte nded and that
cortain provisions no longer tppropricte be removed. It was also
proposcd that these provisions be extended only for & period of one
year, and net indefinitely oz SE-379 provided, s a result of this
propostl, severnl comments werc received guesticoning the necessity for
smoke and fire detcetor requirements end quostioning the avedlability
within one¢ yuar of Jatlsfactcrv cquirment., Other comment was roceived
indieating bhat tac oxumptisn ¢onteined in SR-329 sheuld be onded as
soon as practicnble,

s & result of our review of the abeve ecomments, the board has
decided that a re—gvnlucnilon of these requircomonts should be mede at
an eerly date, However, the Bozrd is of the opinien that the continua~
tion of a special rogulation sctiing eside reuircments of the Civil
lir Regulstions for an indcfinite period in the future is impropers
Should it be determined that there exists no justification for continua-
tion of requircments for smoke detecteors in baggage compertments, those
requirements should be rescinded, On the sther hend, until and unless
such o determination is in fact made, it is ccnsmdered At the termina-
tion of this exemption within o reasonable peried of tlmc is the mnly
proper coursc before the Reord,
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The Board is of the opinion that a perlod of two years will provide
sufficient time to permit evaluation of proposais which have been made
for the elimination from the Civil Air Regulations of requirements for
smoke detectors in bagzapge compartrents and thereafter, if necessary,
to permit compliance with those regquirements,

Interested persons have been afforded an opportunity to participate

in the making of this reguletion, and due consideration has been given
to all relevant matier preseated,

In consideration of the foregoing, the Civil Aeronautics Board

hereby makes and prowvulgates the following Special Civil Air Regulationy
to become effective April 1, 1954

Notwithstanding the provisions of Paris bb, 40, 41, and L2, no
verscn shall be required %o install or maintain smoke or fire detectors,

other than heat detectors, inm aireraft unless otherwise directed by the
Administrator,

This regulation supersedes Special Civil Air Repulation Serial
Number SR-329 and will terminate ocn March 31, 1956 unless sooner super-
seded or rescinded,

(sec 205 (a), 52 Stat, 98L; L9 U.S.C, 425 {a), Interpret or apply
secs, 601, 503, 6043 52 Stat, 1007, 1009, 101D, as amended; L9 U.S.B.
551, 553, 55h)

By the Civil feronaubics Beard:

/s/ M. C. Mulligan

M, C. Mulligan
Secretary
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